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out what were the sensuous and material beginnings of
those ideas which constitute the principal elements of
religious thought.

I endeavoured to show, first of all, that the idea of
the infinite, which is at the root of all religious
thought, is not simply evolved by reason out of no-
thing, but supplied to us, in its original form, by our
senses. If the idea of the infinite had no sensuous
percept to rely on, we should, according to the terms
of our agreement, have to reject it. It would not be
enough to say with Sir W. Hamilton, that the idea of
the infinite is a logical necessitjr; that we are so made
that wherever we place the boundary of space or time,
we are conscious of space and time beyond. I do not
deny that there is truth in all this, but I feel bound
to admit that our opponents are not obliged to accept
such reasoning.

I therefore tried to show that beyond, behind, be-
neath, and within the finite, the infinite is always
present to our senses. It presses upon us, it grows
upon us from every side. What we call finite in
space and time, in form and word, is nothing but a
veil or a net which we ourselves have thrown over
the infinite. The finite by itself, without the infinite,
is simply inconceivable ; as inconceivable as the in-
finite without the finite. As reason deals with the
finite materials, supplied to us by our senses, faith, or
whatever else we like to call it, deals with the infinite
that underlies the finite. What we call sense, reason,
and faith are three functions of one and the same
perceptive self: but without sense, both reason and
faith are impossible, at least to human beings like
ourselves.
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